
Let me see that! 

FLOATING AND SINKING 
Science Standard #1 

Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as 
appropriate, to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions. 

Catalog Number:   X992 
Title:  Floating VHS 
Edition:  CLOSED CAPTION 
Imprint:  Library Video 2002 
Physical Description:  13 mins. col 1 
In this program, inhabitants of Mammoth Island 
attempt to rescue an Islander and his mammoths 
from the middle of a lake. They are stranded on a 
small island after a wooden bridge collapses. Olive, 
a bright young Islander, notices that the wood 
from the broken bridge is floating on the surface of 
the lake. With the help of a visiting inventor, she 
discovers the principle of buoyancy. Every object 
exerts a downward force on the water and the wa-
ter pushes back with an upward force on the ob-
ject. When the buoyant force is greater than an 
object's weight, the object floats! 
Audience:  Primary, Intermediate 
 
 
Catalog Number:  DVD24 
Title:  Bill Nye the Science Guy: buoyancy 
DVD 
Edition:  CLOSED CAPTION 
Imprint:  Disney 2003 
Physical Description:  26 mins. col 1 
In addition to this program this disk is loaded with 
incredible DVD features like: fully indexed 
"chapters" correlated to National Science Stan-
dards, interactive glossaries and quizzes, bonus 
footage of never-before-seen segments, inter-
views, and demos, Spanish translation and closed 
captioning, on disk implementation guide. 
In this program Bill takes to the sky in a hot-air 
balloon, and goes scuba diving in the Seattle 
Aquarium to explain why things like boats, helium, 

and balloons are buoyant. 
Audience:  Intermediate, Junior High, Senior High 
 
Catalog Number:  X218 
Title:  Liquids I VHS 
Imprint:  1992 
Physical Description:  39 col 1 
A discussion of density and pressure leads to the de-
velopment of the concept of buoyancy. A variety of 
demonstrations with immersed objects help introduce 
both the concept of displacement and Archimedes' 
principle. 
Curriculum:  Senior High 
 
 
Catalog Number:  X235 
Title:  Liquids II VHS 
Imprint:  1992 
Physical Description:  38 col 1 
Paul uses a water tank and a variety of submerged 
objects to demonstrate some of the implications of 
Archimedes' principle. The relationship of the concepts 
of floation and buoyancy is explored through numerous 
examples and questions. 
Audience:  Senior High 
 
 



Catalog Number:  X993 
Title:  Sinking VHS 
Edition:  CLOSED CAPTIONED 
Imprint:  Video Libary 2002 
Physical Description:  13 mins. col 1 
In Sinking, a giant wave overtakes the Mammoth 
Ferry on its maiden voyage and all of the ship's 
cargo is swept overboard! An enterprising young 
islander, Olive, watched her cousin Troy attempt to 
retrieve the sunken cargo and notices air bubbles 
rising to the surface around him. Olive uses these 
bubbles as a cue and, with the help of a visiting 
inventor, designs a vehicle called a submersible 
that allows them to sink to the ocean floor and 
then rise back to the surface. Before long, Olive 
retrieves the lost cargo and saves the day! 
Audience:  Primary, Intermediate 
 
 
 
 

Floating and Sinking Websites: 
 
Kids Science Experiments - Childrens Sci-
ence Experiments 
Lots of great science experiments here including a 
full section on Floating & Sinking. 

www.kids-science-experiments.com   

                 

Welcome to DCWASA for Kids!                        
Have you ever seen an insect floating on the sur-
face of a body ... If you want to read more about 
floating and sinking before making your insect 
you can click …                           
www.dcwasa.com/kids/activities/will_it_float/
will_it_float.html 
 
 
Bubbling, Burbling, Buoyancy Business  
Buoyancy science experiment for ages 8-10—
submitted by a classroom teacher. 
    http://www.madsci.org/experiments/
archive/869327658.Ph.html 

 

Hydrometers  
 To make a simple hydrometer, take a drinking 
straw and cover one end of the straw with modeling 
clay... 
wow.osu.edu/experiments/ statesofmatter/psm2/
hydrometers.html  

 

Density and Shape—Ask a Scientist                                          
Teachers and scientists discuss density and flotation. 
www.newton.dep.anl.gov/askasci/phy00/
phy00615.htm  

 
 
Young Engineer’s Club—from the Army Corps of 
Engineers 
Flotation and Buoyancy experiments & information. 
http://education.usace.army.mil/clubhouse/science/
list.cfm?Topic=bouyancy 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Linda Fox, Program Manager 
Capital Region BOCES Instructional Media Services 
Suite 102, 900 Watervliet Shaker Road 
Albany, NY 12205 

Order resources by phone (464-5104),  
by fax (464-5101)  

or online at:  
www.crbsls.org 


