
Let me see that! 

JAPAN: HISTORY & CULTURE 
Social Studies Standard #2 World History 

Key Idea 1: The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civili-
zations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and tra-
ditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions 
of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue 
from a variety of perspectives. 
Key Idea 2: Establishing timeframes, exploring different periodizations, examining themes 
across time and within cultures, and focusing on important turning points in world history 

help organize the study of world cultures and civilizations. 
Key Idea 3: Study of the major social, political, cultural, and religious developments in world history involves 
learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups. 
Key Idea 4: The skills of historical analysis include the ability to investigate differing and competing interpre-
tations of the theories of history, hypothesize about why interpretations change over time, explain the impor-
tance of historical evidence, and understand the concepts of change and continuity over time. 

Catalog Number: V4510 
Title Buddha in the land of the Kami, 7th-
12th centuries VHS 
Imprint FFH 1989 
Physical Description 58 col 1 
This program begins with the creation myth of Ja-
pan and explains the origin and scope of the kami 
concept; explains how Buddhism and the kami 
were assimilated; discusses the role of Chinese 
culture, style, and writing in Japanese culture; and 
demonstrates how the Japanese garden epitomizes 
the Japanese view of the relationship between 
man and nature, space, time and reality. 
Audience Adult,Senior High,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V4511 
Title The coming of the barbarians, 1540-
1650 VHS 
Imprint FFH 1989 
Physical Description 58 col 1 
In 1540, Portuguese navigators and Jesuit priests 
landed in a Japan of shoguns and samurai, where 

the arts of warfare had been refined to hitherto un-
known heights of cruelty. Although Westernisms 
quickly became the rage in Japan, the Japanese soon 
recognized the long arm of colonialism, Christian 
priests and converts were persecuted and martyred; 
and, in 1650, Japan shut tight its doors to the outside. 
Audience Adult,Senior High,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V4512 
Title Age of the shoguns VHS 
Imprint FFS 1989 
Physical Description 58 col 1 
This was the era of Edo, a period of over two-and-a-
half centuries during which Japan was sealed off from 
the rest of the world and only a handful of Dutch and 
Chinese were allowed to live on Japanese soil and to 
trade with the Japanese. This program treats the his-
tory of Japan during this period: the established 
classes of daimyo, samurai, farmer, and merchant; the 
political organization of the shogunate; the growth of 
the merchant class and the development of Kabuki; 
the delineation of Japanese sensibilities and the mean-
ing of seppuku. 
Audience Adult,Senior High,Junior High 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Catalog Number: V4513 
Title The Meiji period, 1868-1910 VHS 
Imprint FFH 1989 
Physical Description 58 col 1 
The arrival of Commodore Perry in 1854 set the 
stage for Japan's dramatic leap from the Middle 
Ages into modernity. In 1868, the last shogun 
gave way to a 15-year old Emperor who dressed in 
Western-style clothes, Edo became Tokyo, educa-
tion became a national passion, and the dichotomy 
between ancient shared values and new imported 
styles and forms deepened as the Japanese 
learned colonialism as well, spreading their influ-
ence and their sovereignty in Formosa and Korea. 
Audience Adult,Specialized,Senior High 
 
Catalog Number: X314 
Title The Samurai VHS 
Imprint Ambrose 1998 
Physical Description 26 col 1 
The Samurai class, which developed in the 12th 
century, became hereditary and virtually ruled Ja-
pan for seven centuries. They lived by a strict code 
of unwavering loyalty to their clan leader, unparal-
leled bravery in the face of overwhelming odds and 
an acceptance of the transience of life. The devel-
opment of Zen philosophy introduced the Samurai 
to meditative disciplines. 
Audience Senior High,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: X316 
Title The Ninja VHS 
Imprint Ambrose 1998 
Physical Description 26 col 1 
The Ninja, respected for their stealth and cunning, 
were considered the most devious and feared war-
riors in ancient Japan. Ninjitsu - the way of the 
Ninja - was not a code behavior but involved tak-
ing any action necessary to achieve their aims, no 

matter how underhanded or unethical. 
Audience Senior High,Junior High 
 
 
 
 

Catalog Number: X510 
Title Japan VHS 
Imprint Ambrose 2000 
Physical Description 25 col 1 
The contradictory nature of an often-isolated country is 
revealed in the examination of its military history and 
the Samurai warriors, as well as the Buddhist influence 
on its temples and other monuments. 
Audience Intermediate,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V3060 
Title Hiroshima: the legacy VHS 
Imprint FFH 1987 
Physical Description 30 col 1 
Summa—The Hiroshima Peace Museum houses the 
relics of the first atomic bomb blast in which 250,000 
Japanese and uncounted Korean slave laborers died. 
President Truman explains why he decided to drop the 
bomb. The clear message of this program is that this 
must not happen again. 
Audience Senior High,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V6097 
Title Japan pt.1: the divine land VHS 
Imprint LUC 1996 
Physical Description 17 col 1 
Shinto, the official religion, held that Japan enjoyed 
divine protection, ruled by an emperor descended from 
the gods. Japan's development begins in the legendary 
Yamato period and continues through feudal times to 
re-unification during the Meiji Era. In the 17th century 
a 250-year seclusion from the outside world decreed 
by the shogunate gives rise to indigenous art forms by 
creating growing social unrest. In 1853, a U.S. naval 
fleet under Commodore Matthew Perry ends Japan's 
isolation and opens it to trade and conflict with the 
west. 
Audience Intermediate,Junior High 
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Catalog Number: V6098 
Title Japan pt. 2: a nation reborn VHS 
Imprint LUC 1996 
Physical Description 14 col 1 
Rapid industrialization without political reform 
leads Japan to military expansion and ultimate dis-
aster in World War II. Ninety-two years after 
Perry, another American, General Doulas MacAr-
thur, presides over the post-war transformation of 
the imperial system and introduces Japan to de-
mocratic government. A period of unprecedented 
peace and economic prosperity begins as a new 
Japan emerges from the ashes. 
Audience Intermediate,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V6099 
Title Japan pt. 3: superpower in the Pacific 
VHS 
Imprint LUC 1996 
Physical Description 14 col 1 
Japan today is American's principal trading partner 
and major rival. Three-quarters of the people are 
crowded into major cities like Tokyo, Yokohama 
and Osaka, where a disciplined work force excels 
in high tech manufacturing. It is second only to the 
U.S. as a world economic power, but long cher-
ished traditions continue to affect everything from 
business practices to everyday life. Examining the 
role of the educational system, religion, family val-
ues, and government, this program offers a 
rounded portrait of present-day Japan. 
Audience Intermediate,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V4514 
Title The essence of being Japanese VHS 
Imprint FFH 1989 
Physical Description 58 col 1 
This program covers the cataclysmic events of the 
20th century-the devastating earthquake of 1923 
and the rise of militarism, the accession of Em-
peror Hirohito, the Greater East Asian Coprosperity 
Sphere, the Pacific War, Hiroshima, and the Ameri-
can occupation of Japan. Its primary focus is on 
what makes Japan Japanese: the Shinto rituals 
which are part of modern mercantile life; such so-
cietal traits as conformism, determination, atti-

tudes toward violence and brutality, business ethics 
and the life of the salary man, the attitude toward this, 
the role of the kami in modern Japan. 
Audience Adult,Senior High,Junior High 
 
Catalog Number: V7250 
Title Northern Japan: protecting the harvest 
VHS 
Imprint ANNCPB 1995 
Physical Description 14 col 1 
This program shows that adverse seasonal weather 
changes are a major challenge facing wet-
rice farmers in northern Japan. 
Audience Senior High 
 
Catalog Number: V7251 
Title Tokyo: anatomy of a Mega-
City VHS 
Imprint ANNCPB 1995 
Physical Description 15 col 1 
This program allows students to understand and ana-
lyze the spatial organization of people and place. 
Audience Senior High 
 
Catalog Number: V1643 
Title    Japan—Its Arts   VHS 
Imprint    BFA 2000 
Physical Description   25 col 
The daily life and culture of the Japanese people to-
day, is still greatly influenced by their many arts—some 
traditional, some more recent. This video starts with 
the arts of Japan's prehistoric cultures, which probably 
grew out of their nature worshipping religions, but also 
with a hint at their daily life: clothing, metal weapons, 
leather crafts and domesticated animals. We then see 
some of the “traditional” arts that developed alongside 
the imported religion of Buddhism, and their own relig-
ion of Shintoism… mostly to teach about these relig-
ions, and provide enjoyment to the ruling class. 
Audience   Junior High, Senior High 
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FEATURE FILM 

Catalog Number: X71 
Title Shogun VHS 
Imprint PARAMT 1980 
Physical Description 549 col 4 
Richard Chamberlain as Blackthorne the cunning 
English navigator who dreamed of knighthood 
and great personal wealth as the first of his 
countrymen to circumnavigate the globe and 
establish trade agreements with China and Ja-
pan. Shipwrecked off the coast of Japan, he be-
comes a pawn in a deadly struggle between feu-
dal warlords plotting to become Shogun 
(supreme military dictator) and first gai-jin
(foreigner) to be made a samurai warrior. 
Audience Senior High,Junior High 
 
 
 

JAPAN ON THE WEB 
Japan Information— General Information; 
sights & sounds; art & culture; maps; travel & 
tourism; government agencies; media; busi-
ness & economy; and more can be found in 
this Internet resource guide to Japan. Reading 
level: 7+ 
http://sunsite.sut.ac.jp/asia/japan/ 
 
KidsWeb Japan—Kids Web Japan is a site 
that introduces Japan to schoolchildren aged 
between 10 and 14 who live in other countries. 
To deepen understanding about Japan, we 
have tried to furnish information with many 
photographs and graphics. Reading Level:3-6 
http://web-jpn.org/kidsweb/index.html 
 
Kyuba No Michi (The Way of Horse and 
Bow) 
Learn the origins of the Samurai, how their 
swords were forged, and what weapons they 
used. Read about Bushido (the way of the 
warrior) and the role art played in a Samurais 
life. See information about female Samurai; 
Seppuko, the ritual form of suicide; and a brief 

history of the Shogunate. Find Samurai legends 
and quotations, and a selection of Samurai manu-
als, including The Book of Five Rings by Mani-
moto Mushi written in 1645. Reading level: 7+ 
http://victorian.fortunecity.com/
duchamp/410/main.html 
 
Peakware Mountain Encyclopedia—Mount Fuji 
Information and statistics about Mount Fuji in Ja-
pan. 
http://www.peakware.com/encyclopedia/
peaks/fujiyama.htm 
 
Major Events in Japanese History—From Asuku 
to Showa—a brief description of eras in Japanese 
History. 
http://www2.kanawa.com/japan/
history.html#kamakura 
 
 
Timeline of Japan—a chronological outline 
http://www.askasia.org/image/maps/
timejape.htm 
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